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The letter on the front page of this issue was sent to Captain Amos 
Holbrook of Bektlingham asking that the Bellingham Militia be present in 
Wrentham to be reviewed by President James Monroe who had not been in 


office four months when he made a trip through Wrentham. “The letter reads 


as follows: 
"Pranklin June 30, 1817 
Regimental Orders 
In compliance with 
Division and Brigade Orders of the 28 Instant 
The Captains or Commanding Officers of companies 
in 3R.2B.1D. will cause the companies under 
their several commands to meet at the first Parish 
Meetinghouse in "Wrentham Tuesday the first day 
of July next 7 O'clock A.M. to be reviewed by the 
President of the United States. It is recommended 
that each Man provide himself with six sporting 
Cartridges. The Colonel confidently expects that 
both Officers and Soldiers will appear well armed and 
Equipted and in as good order as time circumstances will 
permit. It is also confidently expected that neither Officers 
or Soldiers will question the leqality of their notifications 
but all will undoubtly be sensible of the high and 
distinguished honor of being reviewed by the Chief 
Magistrate of the Nation. 


By order of Col. Asa Gowin 


Capt.Amos Holbrook IRee2betaDiViston Mh 
Bellingham Gilbert Clark Adjutant 
* * * * * * * * 


Nhat brought President Monroe to this area is unknown at this time 
but what an honor it must have been for the men of the Third Regiment, 
Secon Battalion, First Division (3R.2B.1D.) and especially the group 


from the Bellingham Militia to be reviewed by the President of the United 


States. It is interesting to note that the men not only were required 
to provide themselves with firearms but also had to provide their own 
shells. The Officers and men were also expected not to question these 
orders and be sensible of the high and distinguished honor of serving 
the community aimd the nation, 


Those of you who save the past issues of the Crimpville Comments 
should turn to the April Issue and check the Muster Roll of the Men 
of the men who answered the Alarm at Concord. Near the bottom you'll 
find that at that time Amos Holbrook was a Private in the Militia and 
now in 1817 has reached the rank of Capt-rin. 


Until recently the racks in which the Bellingham Militia and later 
the Bellingham Rifles kept their rifles could be seen in the tower of 


the Town Hall. VU dietmenpaeten ets Oe li cel nS enlace S 


The town clerks report for 1892 states that a William Thompson hed 
deposited the valuable records of the Bellingham Rifle Company for safe- 
Keeping. These records are now in the Town Vault. The Company was for- 
med on the 28th day of March in 1814 and soon after was called to Boston 
to assist in defending chat city from the British. In 1838, they had 
the honor of providing escort duty in Woonsocket when that city cele- 

brated the 4th of July. In 1840 the third floor of the Town Hall tower 

was finished off to provide an armory. At that time there were 132 persons 
in town either doing or subject to military duty. Along the walls were 

the narrow boards with slots cut at an angle so that when a rifle was 
Placed therein, the weight of the butt would hold it in place. These 

slots existed right up until the current remodelling of the Town Hall. 

The Bellingham Riflemen disbanded in i847. 


The preamble forming the Company is worthy of reading and.shows the 
dedication that existed at that time of our history. 


"Bellingham in the third Regiment, Second Brigade and first division 
of the Massachusetts Militia---and do each of us and all of us who may 
hereafter enlist into said Company and sign the rules and requlations 
hereafter prescribed, promise to comform to the same--- 


lst We agree each of us to Endeavor as much as in us lies to Cultivate 
friendship, peace, harmony and union among ourselves--- 


2nd We agree that within six months from this time at furtherest and 
_those who may enlist hereafter within six months from the time they 
enlist to furnish ourselves with a good rifle, knapsack, shot pouch 
and powderhorn, and with such a uniform as may hereafter be agreed 
upon and directed for us--- 


3rd We agree at all times when it may be thought necessary by our 
officers to call us together either for military duty or for other 
Purposes which they may think requires our meeting even at shorter 
notice than the law requires to meet punctually at the time set 
and to take no advantage of the shortness of the notice or any 
other accidental failure in order--- 


4th In fine we agree to endeavor to make ourselves expert in all Mili- 
tary Ciscipline and tactics and for the purpose we acknowledge the 
necessity of keeping ourselves in due cubordination to our officers 
without which we are sensible that no company Can appear respectable 
whatever may be their name or adain that military knowlecce and fame 
which is so necessary to constitute the 30ldier of the Gentleman and 
for the above purposes we hereunto Subscribe our names this twenty- 
eight day of March Ano Domo 1814------- 


On the oridinal document there are recorded the names of 171 men 
but it apnears that many were added later On becnzuse the year 1826 is 
Written in after the name of one of those entries, 


On a roster of names that reported for training on May LY LO38 owe 
find that men came from all over to attend the training sessions. On 
that day men apneared from Medfield, Medway, Franklin, ‘Trentham, Grafton, 
Walpole, Barre, Shrewsbury, Bellingham, Mendon, Milford, Cumberland, 
and even Albany, N.Y. There was a John Q. Adams who was a Corporal 
reporting from Bellincham in 1838. The training ground was located geeetea 


enews the Center jee SS Ok ob Busbate oe 
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Above is a picture txken of the Town Hall in 1898. In the foreground 
you can see the rails and poles that were soon to become part of the 
trolley system from Bellingham Four-Corners to Milford. Another note 
of interest is the side door to the Town Hall. Next time your in the 
center bring this picture and see how many changes have occured in the 
last 77 years. 


* * * 


Shall We Begin Anew 


Another year has come and gone, 
As I reflect and think thereon; 

I would do well myself to ask _ 
Have I fulfilled my given task? 


Those jobs which I did vow to do, 
Had promised God to e’er pursue. 
Those noble acts I would perform, 
The deeds to which I would conform. 


- 


As I review, I must confess _ 
That, as my deeds I now asseds 
Yea, I have failed, in not a few 

Of projects old and plans quite new. 


How sad that now, too late, I see 
“Time gone”’ to which I held the key. 
Precious hours for which now I yearn 
Knowing full well they’ll not return. 


Dear Lord, help me once more begin 

Myself more oft to dis-ci-pline; 

To live a life that’s lived for Thee 

That keeps in mind, e-ter-ni-ty. 
—Soren Jorgensen 


* * * * * * * 


With this issue another year of the 
Crimpville Comments comes to a close. I wish 
to thank all who have helped me in any way to 
make this small publication a part of the 
Towns History. I especially want to thank the 
Staff and Students at the Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational Technical High School for 
without their able assistance and hard work 
their would be no "Comments", 


Friendly Obstacles 


For every hill I’ve had to climb, 
For every stone that bruised my feet, 
For all the blood and sweat and grime, 
For blinding storm and burning heat, 
My heart sings but a grateful song— 
These were the things that made 
me strong. 


I do give thanks; for now I know 
These were the things that helped 
me grow. 


Tis not the softer things of life, 

Which stimulates man’s will to strive, 

But bleak adversity and strife 

Do most to keep man’s will alive. 

For all the heartaches and the tears, § O’er rdge-strewn paths the weaklings creep, 
For all the anguish and the pain, But brave hearts dare to climb the 

For gloomy days and fruitless years, Steep! 


And for the hopes that lived in vain, —Author Unknown. 
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You Are Invited 
To A Birthday Party 
ree. LOW 


Will Never Forget 


Tuyo s=4 ,2 19°75 


Bellingham Memorial 


High School Grounds 


Come forward with use.....we're going bacKkKeawae es 


BELLINGHAM'S FIRST ANNUAL FOURTH OF JULY COUNTRY FAIR 


SSKSESKREKKSEREKEKESKSEESES ERS EKER REREEKREKEKEHEKREEEKEKEEEREKKEKRSE SE 


Thursday night, July 3 Memorial High School grounds 


G6 Pelle Chicken Bar=b-cue 
Clambake 
8 pPeM. Square Dancing 


Demonstration & Participation 


9 Dem. fhe Misty Mrs. “in. concert” 
Band concert 
Folk music 


Barber shop quartets 


11 pem. Fireworks display tentatively scheduled 


SRK RKEKRKKKEHEKREKES KEKE ESSE KEK SKE RE ERE RSERREKEEKRARHEKEKKEKKREDR EK ES 


Friday, July 4 Throughout parts of town and 
on the grounds of the high school 


Morning activities tentatively planned include a pet show, 


the blessing of animals, a road race and parade of bikes. 


A pet show may be held in front of St. Blaise Church. Pets 


may be blessed by a modern day version of St. Francis of Assisi. 


A 10-mile road race, sponsored by the AAU, is being planned. It 
will precede the official opening of the country fair. The race 
will begin and end at the high school. A small entry fee will 
be charged. Prizes and trophies will be awarded. Interested 
runners, 18 or older, may call Robert Myette or Paul Cournoyer, 
teachers at the high school. 


Children from all town school districts will gather at their 
respective schools and proceed as a group to the high school 
in the parade of bikes. Hopefully, the bicyclists will arrive 
at the high school at approximately the same time, bringing 
together children from both ends of town. 


<< TT 


BELLINGHAM'S FIRST ANNUAL FOURTH OF JULY COUNTRY FAIR 


SeCKESHHEKEKEERKEKEESEE ERS SKE SSREKEREKKRKEEESERREEHKREREREHEEKESEEK KEE 


A portion of South Main Street, from St. Blaise Church to the 
school bus depot, will be closed to traffic. Fair visitors may 
park at Almacs in either end of town or along the way and ride 
to the fair on free shuttle buses, or for a small charge in 
antique cars, horse and buggies or haywagons. 


Persons parking in the center of town will be able to inspect 
our renovated Town Hall where a Board of Selectmen's meeting, 
circa 1775, will be reenacted by our current town fathers. 


Persons parking at the new highway barn on Blackstone Street 
also will be allowed to tour the facilities. 


On the high school grounds, the country fair will feature: 


a mini-barnyard of farm animals and equipment...demonstrations 
of various crafts, pottery, stained glass, leather work, etc... 
information booths manned by more than 30 town boards and civic 
groups...-sports events, games and contests...a fire musteree. 
food judging contests..ecolonial fashion show...ethnic foods... 
entertainment...eemergency first aid facilities...a miniature 
colonial village..ea child care facility...Square dancing... 
roving folk singers...emembers of an authentic Indian tribe... 
an outdoor art show..eflea market...pony rides...beer and soda 
booths.e..a chess tournament..eeand much, much more. 


Details on the country fair will be announced through the 

local newspapers. Further information may be obtained from 

the fair subcommittee: Sheila Ozimek, the Rev. James H. Connolly, 
Linda Zazza, Richard Hill, Leroy Manor and Ann DaCosta. Other 
Bicentennial Commission members are Ron Kitchen, chairman; 

Myrna Simonson, secretary; Jim Hardy, Donald J. Horan, Stanley 
Hamilton, Pauline Gagne and Shirley Parziale. 


Persons who are interested in participating at the fair -- 
either by setting up a booth for information or crafts, or 
by offering various services or prizes -=— are urged to call 
any of the commission members. Craftsmen, in particular, may 
call the craft coordinators, Joy Gallagher or Arlene Reed. 


In the spirit of 1776 and 1976, the Bicentennial Commission 

is inviting all town residents to take part in the country fair, 
a Fourth of July celebration never before seen in Bellingham. 

It is our hope the fair will become a tradition which will live 
on for many years to come. From shopkeepers to elected boards, 
from home-owners to students, all will be urged to be a part 

of the celebration. 


Fours Um UeesoIr Lieote 76,5 


The Bicentennial Commission 


EKER ERE RE RE REE HERE REED 
BELLINGHAM 

BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
BROADSIDER 


EKER HEHE KEKE REE KREREEKRKAR SE HSK RK EK 


The American War is over, but this is far 
from the case with the American Revolution. 
On the contrary, only the first act of joe 


great drama is at a close. 


Benjamin Rush, 1787 


The spirit of this country is totally 


adverse to a large military force. 


Thomas Jefferson, 1807 
John Hancock never sold life insurance. 


Prom now until 1983, we Americans will 
celebrate the Bicentennial of the greatest 
event of our history ---— the American 
Revolution. How we choose to commemorate 
the founding of our nation will shape the 
lives of generations to come. Will we be 
content with fireworks and plastic liberty 
bells? Or will we use the anniversary of 
the Revolution as a time to rededicate 
ourselves and our country to the sacred 


ideals our ancestors fought for 200 years ago? 
"76 IS COMING ‘AGAIN! 


"Were it left for me to decide whether we Should have a Coverniicne 
without newspapers, or newspapers without a government, I should 


not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter." 


Thomas Jefferson, 1787 


"where liberty is, there is my country." Benjamin Franklin, 1783 
"Where liberty is not, there is mine." Thomas Paine, 1783 
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